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FANTASY 

(from Dante's Divina Commedia) 



flDigstic Woices 



(Chorus) 
Qttis nos separabit a caritate Christi ? 
Tribidatio an angitstia an persecutio ? 

(Tenor Solo) 
Onward I moved : he also onward moved 
Who led me, coasting still, wherever place 



H>ante tcïls wbat bc 

anfc IDirqil saw ant> , 

bcarb in tbc toount Along the rock was vacant 

of |>uv$atovs : 



(Chorus) 
Qttis nos separabit a caritate Christi ? 
Tribulatio an angitstia an persecutio ? 
Quia propt er Te moriificamnr. 

(Tenor Solo) 

Now we essayed 
With utmost effort to surmount the way; 
When I did feel, as nodding to its fall, 
The mountain tremble ; whence an icy chili 
Seized on me, as on one to death convey'd. 

Forthwith from every side arose a shout : 
Gloria in excelsis Deo ! Gloria l 



(Chorus) 
Gloria in excelsis Deo ! Gloria ! 
Laudamits Te ! Benedicimns Te ! 



Adoramus Te 



(Tenor Solo) 

We stood 
Immoveably suspended, like to those, 
The shepherds, who flrst heard in Bethlehem's field 
That song : till ceased the trembling, and the song 

Was ended. 

Never within my breast 
Did ignorance so struggle with desire 
Of knowledge, as in that moment ; nor dared I 
To ask wherefore the mountain rocked, or why 
The souls as one rejoiced ; so forth I fared 
In thoughtfulness and dread. When lo ! as Christ 
Appear'd unto the two upon their way, 
A shade appear'd and after us approached, 
Saying, " Brothers, God give you peace." He then 
To our inmost question thus full answer gave : 



orftbe^wa^to 51 ^" 5 " Here in this mount from every change exempt, 

? b ït^*t?^u* " 0ther than that which heaven in itself 
?üL^ bs tbc Song " Doth of itself receive, no influence 

" Can reach us : Tempest none, shower, hail or snow, 
ci Hoar frost or dewy moistness. Lower perchance 
" With various motions rocked, trembles the soil : 
" But here through winds in earth's deep hollow pent, 
" I know not how, yet never trembles ; save 
" When any soul doth feel itself made free 
" That it may move, may rise, may mount on high. 
" Of perfect health the will alone gives prooi 
il And I who in this punishment had lain 
" Five hundred years and more, but now have feit 
" Free wish for happier clime, therefore thou felt'st 
" The mountain tremble ; and the spirits devout 
" Heard'st over all his limits in the praise 
" To that liege Lord, whom I intreat their joy 
"To hasten." 

Thus he spake : and, since the draught 
Is grateful ever as the thirst is keen, 
No words may speak my fulness of content. 
# * * 

Then our hallowed path resumed, 
Eyeing the prostrate shadows, who renewed 
Their wonted mourning. 

(Chorus) 

Tvihidatio an angmlia an persecutio ? 
Propter Te mortiftcamur, 
Propt er Te ! Propter Te ! 



